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A shared interest 


Working together 


Goal of MNR 


This booklet has been produced to help you, the public, better 
understand how we in the Ministry of Natural Resources plan for 
the use and management of Ontario’s Crown resources and to 
show how you can contribute to the decision-making process. 


All of us share in the wealth of resources Ontario has to offer. So 
too should we share an interest in managing these resources 
wisely for now and future generations. 


Your involvement in the planning of these resources is the key. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources is people working together for 
the wise management of the province’s forests, fisheries, wildlife, 
provincial parks, and Crown lands and waters. Working together 
means involving you in the process leading to land use and 
resource management decision-making. Wise management 
means getting optimum benefits from our resources today while 
assuring maintenance of the resource base to provide for the 
future. 


The goal of the Ministry of Natural Resources is: 


“To provide opportunities for continuous economic and social 
benefits to the people of Ontario through the development and 
conservation of Ontario’s natural resources.” 


MNR philosophy on public involvement 


The Ministry of Natural Resources believes that public involvement 
is essential to good resource management. The public will be 
actively encouraged to contribute to the Ministry’s land use and 
resource management planning processes. Consultation will occur 
through a wide variety of techniques enabling you, the public, to 
bring forth information, values and viewpoints before decisions are 
made about matters that will affect you. 


Planning in MNR 


We believe that public involvement provides several key benefits. 
Public involvement: 


© promotes on-going discussion and information exchange 
among all participants in land use and resource management 
planning; 

e provides the public with an opportunity to express views, values 
and opinions; 

e leads to a better understanding on the part of the public and the 
Ministry of underlying values and the importance of wise land 
use and resource management; 

e assists in identifying and developing a wider range of land use 
and resource management options/alternatives and an 
understanding of their implications; 

e assists MNR in the formulation of more responsive policies and 
programs; 

e leads to more informed and publicly acceptable decisions, that 
is, better land use and resource management decisions for the 
benefit of the people of Ontario. 


Strategic land use 
planning 


District land use 
planning 


Resource management 
planning 


To translate the broad goal of MNR into on-the-ground 
management activities, the Ministry has established a three-tiered 
planning system - Strategic Land Use Planning, District Land Use 
Planning and Resource Management Planning. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources has been involved in land use 
planning for many years. At one time, many of the plans prepared 
by MNR were either single purpose or short term. As a result, 
these plans did not always address or resolve broad land use 
conflicts. With growing demands on the land, a new approach was 
required. This new planning approach which co-ordinates Ministry 
land use programs is called Strategic Land Use Planning. 


Strategic Land Use Plans (SLUP) for Northeastern and 
Northwestern Ontario, and the Co-ordinated Program Strategy 
(CPS) for Southern Ontario were approved in 1982. Based on a 20- 
year time frame, they identify generally where the provincial 
objectives for natural resources will be achieved, given overall 
policy and the resource base. Public involvement was an important 
component in the initial development of these plans and will occur 
during any future plan review. 


Within the framework of the Regional plans, District Land Use 
Planning determines where the objectives can best be achieved 
and broadly how this should occur. The resulting District Land Use 
Guidelines (DLUG) identify areas for particular land uses and, 
where appropriate, identify local land use priorities. Opportunities 
for further public involvement are made available during any 
Significant amendment of the District Land Use Guidelines. 


Resource management planning is the link between land use 
planning and on-the-ground operations. It is the process by which 
it is decided specifically what, where and how resource 
management activities will be undertaken to meet objectives. The 
results from resource management planning are particular on-the- 
ground actions, for example, the protection of fish spawning 
areas, timber harvesting and canoe route development. Resource 
management planning normally takes place on a 5-year time frame 
and within a specified land base, normally at a sub-district level. 


Resource management 
planning ensures that 
appropriate management 
practices are used ona 
particular area 


Examples of resource management plans undertaken by MNR 
include Timber Management Plans, Provincial Park Management 
Plans, District Fisheries Management Plans, Lake Development 
Plans and Wildlife Management Plans. 


Resource management planning takes place through the efforts of 
an interdisciplinary planning team that is representative of all key 
resource programs and interests. The process must deal with the 
identification, evaluation and selection of optional approaches to 
achieve objectives and targets, such as the number of campsites 
we want to provide in a provincial park. These options are 
developed and reviewed through public involvement. 


Planning and environmental assessment 


The Environmental Assessment Act applies to all of MNR’s 
resource management activities. Two important objectives of this 
Act are to ensure that alternative ways of carrying out activities are 
considered within the context of minimizing environmental 
impacts and that public consultation is carried out during the 
planning of all activities. These objectives complement MNR’s 
approach to resource management planning and are reflected in 
the various planning processes carried out by each program to 
direct on-the-ground activities. 


Protection of the environment 


is an important part of MNR’s 
resource management 
activities 


ce crores aA SR: 


Becoming involved 


The Ministry of Natural Resources is committed to public 
involvement. All citizens of Ontario, as stakeholders in this 
province’s natural resources, have an opportunity to participate in 
and contribute to the decision-making process with respect to the 
use and management of these resources. 


Formal opportunities for public involvement are provided in the 
review and amendment of District Land Use Guidelines. This 
represents an important opportunity to have input into decisions 
affecting general land use in a local area. The scope of public 
involvement (local, Regional, Provincial) will be determined 
according to the significance of the proposed changes to the 
Guidelines. Ata minimum, a notice in the local newspaper 
advising the public of a proposed change which might affect 
resource users or resource management objectives, and an 
opportunity to comment, will be provided. 


5 


The most detailed decision-making takes place at the resource 
management planning level and it is here that the public play an 
important role in MNR’s integrated resource management 
approach. 


MNR encourages the public to 
contribute to its land use and 
resource management 
planning processes 


LOWER 
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OPERATING PLAN 
Amendment 


ENDMENT 


Public input can be valuable at many stages of resource 
management planning. It can provide important background 
information on resources and their use, for example, identification 
of areas of concern, type of resource users and potential user 
conflicts. It can assist in the evaluation of optional resource 
management proposals so that an appropriate and acceptable 
course of action may be selected. Finally, public input can help our 
resource managers refine a specific management strategy in order 
to address identified concerns of all resource users. 


Whether it be in the planning of a timber, wildlife, fisheries, 
recreational lake or provincial park area, public involvement is an 
integral part of the planning process. 


MNR staff will design a public involvement process that will be 
most effective in each individual planning situation. The methods 
for public involvement are varied and may include: the use of 
newspapers, radio and television; surveys and questionnaires; 
workshops and seminars; displays and open houses; public 
meetings; advisory committees; meetings with interest groups; 
and, personal contact. 


Public involvement in a typical resource management planning process 


PLANNING STAGE  PUBLICINVOLVEMENT STAGE TYPICAL FORM OF INVOLVEMENT 
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Preparation 


Background = 
information 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
e Start of planning 


e Solicit input on background 
information, problems and 
issues 


e Notice in local media 


e Letters to known interests 


¢ Letters of interest/enquiry 
e Visits to MNR offices 
e Surveys/questionnaires 


e Provision of data/information 
(reports, verbal notification) 


‘Ill Identification, © —B» PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
evaluation and e Inform public of background e Background reports 
selection of optional information, identified 
strategies problems and issues e Information centres 
e Solicit further information e Public meetings 
and Ieoue leenulication e Meetings with interest groups 
e Solicit other feasible options e Written briefs, submissions, letters 
IV Draft plan —> PUBLIC REVIEW 
preparation e Refine selected strategy e Public meetings 
and approval e Provide feedback on input e Meetings with interest groups 
Ce e Written briefs, submissions, letters 
V Plan amendment -> | PUBLIC CONSULTATION if 
amendment is of major 
significance 


If MNR is beginning a plan in your area, you will normally see a 
notice in the local newspapers. We also encourage you to identify 
your interests to our district offices - where we maintain lists of 
persons who would be automatically notified when planning 
begins. 


MNR has a strong commitment to public involvement. We will 
carefully consider your input when making resource management 
decisions and addressing concerns within the process of plan 
development. Your comments are important to us! 


Public involvement can occur in a variety of ways such as 
meetings with interest groups, information centres, 
commenting on plans or meeting individually with MNR staff 


We want you... 


We want you to become involved in resource management issues 

that affect you. Whether it be on a formal more structured basis or 
an informal more personal basis, your input is a valued part of the 

decision-making process. 


So attend a public meeting or open house, write to your local MNR 
District Manager or talk to one of our resource management staff 
and tell us what you think about our plans to manage Ontario’s 
fish, wildlife, forests, lakes, rivers and parks. 


From Kenora to Cornwall, from Moosonee to Chatham, you can be 
part of the “resource management team”, working together to 
ensure the best use of our natural resources for this and future 
generations. 


Get involved - it’s good for all of us! 


Where to get more information 


To find out about what is going on in your local area and how you 
can become involved contact the nearest District office of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 


For further information on MNR’s land use and resource 
management planning programs, write or visit: 


Public Information Centre 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
Room 1640, Whitney Block 
99 Wellesley Street West 
Toronto, Ontario 
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